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  Outline of the Day 

 

9:00 am Arrival, Registration: Participants collect nametags and program; enjoy 
morning tea  

9:30 am Acknowledgement of Country  

Welcome and About this Day  

9:45 am`     Prayer  

10.00 am Keynote: Part I   The place of community and belonging in a Catholic 
parish. What is its place? Why is it important in the context of the mission 
of the parish/Church in today’s culture. 

10:40 am     Discussion on Keynote Part I  

11.00 am Keynote: Part II   What can a parish do to grow the sense of belonging 
amongst its parishioners? 

11:40 am Discussion on Keynote Part II 

11:55 am     Participants move to their selected workshop (indicated on name tag) 

12.00 pm  Workshops: Located in the science block across from Mercy Centre 

12:50 pm LUNCH (in Mercy Centre) 

 
1:30 pm Round Robin Dialogue between Parishes; three rounds 

2:40 pm  Plenary Discussion and Sharing 

Listening to one another in a general sharing of what has been heard, 
what is insightful, what is challenging, what is hopeful. 

3:15 pm Following up in Parish Group  

1-3 things we will follow up in our parish community/s: Participants 
discuss with their own parish group where possible. 

3:40 pm Wrap Up and Prayer   
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 WORKSHOPS 
  

 Focus Content Leader/s 

A 
Building Communities of 
Belonging – learning from what 
others have discovered. 

What are the insights from other 
parishes who are intentionally well 
into this journey?  

Geoff Gowdie 

    

B 
A community of belonging for 
Young People 

What sort of parish culture is 
invitational, welcoming and 
inclusive of young people? 

Claire Spinelli and 
team 

    

C 
A community of belonging for 
Children & Families  

What sort of parish culture is 
invitational, welcoming and 
inclusive for children and families? 

Christine Sebire 

    

D 
Parish–School Partner-ship in 
building communities of 
belonging 

The critical role of parish and school, 
working together to build connection, 
welcome, trust and belonging with 
families'/children/ young people. 

Dr Paul Sharkey and 
Kim Butler 
 

    

E 
Building communities of 
belonging - local strategies in 
practice 

Examples of practices that are in 
use in our diocese. 

Fr Junray Rayna 
 

    

F 
Welcome, hospitality and 
belonging in Scripture 

The essential and foundational 
role of welcome, hospitality and 
belonging in the biblical narrative. 

Dr Chris Cotter and 
team 
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Keynote Part I 
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Keynote Discussion Part I 
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Keynote Part II 
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Keynote Discussion Part II 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



   
 

                                 Building Communities of Belonging, Diocesan Formation Gathering, 11 October 2025                          11 

Workshop  

I attended Workshop: ______________________  
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Parish Dialogues: Round Robin 1  

We spoke with __________________Parish in _________________    town/city. 
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Parish Dialogues: Round Robin 2 

We spoke with __________________Parish in _________________    town/city. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



   
 

                                 Building Communities of Belonging, Diocesan Formation Gathering, 11 October 2025                          14 

    Parish Dialogues: Round Robin 3 

We spoke with __________________Parish in _________________    town/city. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



   
 

                                 Building Communities of Belonging, Diocesan Formation Gathering, 11 October 2025                          15 

 Plenary Discussion  
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  Parish Group Follow up  
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MERCY CENTRE: All aspects of the day take place here EXCEPT the workshops 

 

 



   
 

                                 Building Communities of Belonging, Diocesan Formation Gathering, 11 October 2025                          18 

SCIENCE BUILDING CLASSROOMS: Location of workshops 
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Diocesan Formation Logo  

We have utilised a logo from the recent Synod of Bishops (For a Synodal 
Church: Communion, Participation, Mission) and added the flame in the 
centre, symbolising the intimate presence of the Holy Spirit when we commit 
to formation together. 

 

Presence of the Holy Spirit 
leading and inspiring – 

symbolised by the Flame 

Presence of Jesus  
drawing us together  

into the mission of self-giving – 
symbolised by the Cross 

We make a safe space where we 
can listen humbly and speak 

boldly 

This is about people – 
together in relationship  

we are formed into  
the likeness of Jesus 


