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BENDIGO CATHEDB&L.

In this week's numberof this journal

we produce a pioture of the. proposed
Roman Catholjo Cathedral at Bendigo.

The: buildingwillbe erected upon
a blo6k of landhaving an area of about
two < acres,

r fronting Wattle,

H'Kenew, and Bhoft streets,and also
facingE^-street, contiguous to tbe

Wattle-Btreet'Biesexve.
The sitie'wBob has been selectedis one

of tbe finest"positions of tbe city,and has
been leaBed for a long term of yearsfor

the purpose from the trustees of the late

Dr. Backhaus, and, as will be remembered,
thecitycouncil has nndertaken to

have -the reserveconstituted as a public
reserve,andto have it fenced and planted
with ornamental shrubs and trees.

The styleof the proposed Cathedral is

early English Gothic, and when completed
the stmoture will be one of the

largest and handsomest of its class in

Australia. The dimensions are only
second to Sk Patrick's Cathedral in

Melbourne, and the materials employed
willbe freestone on granite foundations.

The plan consists of nave, transepts,.

aisleB,chancel, six chapels,sacristies,a
great central tower, two minor towers,

and four turrets,

The front is treated w ^ two wesMrn:
transepts, which provi^ts^^ for tM

organ ohamber on each
gallery.'The total len^

front t6

the chanoelend
the extreme width acri
156ft.;vthe width of thi

74ft.6in.- and the len^ of ;

chancel arch,188ft.;aitfjst^ttj^
modatijjn,exclusiveof c" '

provide' for 2500 persi
tower ^villbe 38ft.square,

There are four octagontd
each 30ft. wide, and t#o

49ft.by,17ft.6in.
The height of nave

floof tocidge is 80ft.,am . ,

32ft. ::.

The greatcentraltower n^^sfto^bi
height of 800ft.,and eBeh^of1he V 't^6;

front towers to 146ft. The windoW.
if

30ft. ldgh, and has five lights, with
traoery head. The front fntrpnee opens
into a -porch which .extends: across-the
naveand aisles,and,in additionto the front

door, h|s7:onf:,at^'M^h.!.en&';of.' siinUar
dimensiorisiv,'^Tnei spirit-of the whole
design ^

of som'e oT'tbe &mous abbey, churches
of Great Britain,the cathedralcharacter
being obtcizie&by the-treittment of the'

fygxt, the largo central tower, and

the importance of/the chancel." The!
buildingwillbe placed .on the ground in

such a way as to enable the front and
sideto be seen at the best effeotfrom

High-street. The site is an admirable
one, being on the higher slopesof one of
the most prominent of eminences of
Bendigo, and the vieW of the building
from High-streetWillie entirelyuninterrupted.

The; f^pearanee will be also
greatlyenhanced bythe wide flight of
stepB and massive : granite wing-walls,
which willlead np to the principaldoorways,

the main entrance being towards

Wattle-street.

The portions at present to be erected
will,consistof the nave and aisles,two

side)chapels,the complete front, flanking

towers, and two of the great piers of
centraltower.

The workmanship throughout willbe
of the bestdescription,and no pains will
be spared to make the buildingmassive,-
complete,and ornamental. Some months
agojhis Lordship Dr. Crane, Bishop of
Sandhurst, calledIor.e.QH)J)fitiUEfl-design8
for jthe proposed building from several
leading Jocal and Melbourne architects,
and J after carefuland mature consideration;

the design of Messrs. Beed, Smart,
andjTappin was accepted subjectto the

conditionsofthe competition. The plans

L

idistric'tas^Biei!'iQjuMjgs&iaif''Biftfai

i

Dr. Grange was a^dinl^ to^lie ^iB^yformed
�bishopric of -Sandhurst (whiijh

was then separated from the diocese of
Melbourne); ' Dr. Qrape /was . born . at
Baxzyfe Town, in tiie county.ofWexfoi<di
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iPeter> 'IS^bm;^ Mifl. was
eyentuaU^ admitted as a novice in the;,

^ugustinian . Convent of ' Grantstown,
which institution also sent forth' ioxny

other eminent men, inolading tt'wttt'

B6V. Dr. Goold.the,first Archbishop .of

Melbourne, sndthe Most Bsv.
J
Dr. Doylp,

Bishop of Kildare and Leighlan. Upon
completion of his novitiatehe wait sent
to Italy tofinishhis ecclesiasticalcourse,
and: afterhis ordination�as a priestwas
recalled to Ireland, when hewaaan
acknowledged eloquent. atid practical,
pretjoher. He was afterwards kppointed
j3uperior ofthe Irish Augtatinian Convent
at.Bome, and subsequently .ninived to
Ireland as a member ofr~lJieCommunity
ofhis Order in Dublin,and* owing to bis
wonderful energy,labour, and persever.-
ance,he was enabled to.provide the fends

for the erectionof themagnifioentoburch

of St.Augustine,Thomas-street, Dublin,
which was builtunder Jlis own supervision

at an outlay of oVer £100,000'.
In the year 1874, whilst travelling in

America, he received the news that his
Holfcess Pope Pius IX. had selectedhim
as toe first Bishop of Sandhurst. ' Be-,
turning, to Dublin, be was consecratedin

the pAQ-'Oathedralthere by his Eminence
Cardinal Cullen,assistedby the Bev. Dr.
Furlbng, Bishop of Ferris,and, the Bev.
Dr. J Moran, Bishop of Ossary (now

Cardinal Moran), on 21st September,
1874 end leftimmediately fbr Melbourne.
Accompanied by the Bev* Stephen
Seville (now coadjutor-Bishopof Sand-

hurst), he arrived in Bendigo in the
imon^i of May pf jthat^yi«kr.l Since that

^it. -—"jtration of
celebrated

ary of his
Ithe 21st of
uenoe and

Qa^olio Church
It speaks
arrivalno

ibyteries have
and the

icreased from

same period
ablished.

'» Thf #rigmal^iro-Ct^pal, which was
llOT.Nmri.SWWe'H^® al$0..be{j9n

extensivenew
's Palace,'Jbr

^ Belf and his"
"ergySls i a great ornament totlie

city of Bendigo. Amongst his many,

city of Bendigo. Amongst his many,
arduous dutieshis Lord&bip'haB not

totgotten

the welfare'of the yoniiigermenyberB
of his:flock, and has been enabled,

by the'generpus assistanaepfUg' deyofted
:

iiBhmentB inferior io none in the 6olraies,
r

and since the creationof;the iliocfese an
order of the Sistersof Mercy, which haB

i i^ OB^Iiehed^.tba fifafz hayf^ppjjgd.

a intioli>ne^a vast in t&s eftac&non of

daU classes. TheOtferof thejiarisfc

Brokers hu also been 'established fcr

the education of the male juveniles, and
a very handsome

:

monastery has bete
ereoied for their accommodation. FfM
schools,under th. charge and direction
of the nuns and brothers,have also been
provided, and the most siatufaetoxy
results have been obtained by the*
ichoiars in the Universityof Melboutn*^
At the same time, whilst the secular
edpciation of the children has been
assiduously attended tb, the religions
instruction haB claimed the first consideration.

In the year 1882 Dr. Crane
had occasion to visitBome, and it ; was
then; hisintentionto be absent from the ,

colony for a periodof two years,whebW
appomted his -near-general,Dr. Seville,
to administer the affairsof the diocese
during his absence; but,owing to a great
affliction,which detained him on the

Continent,and which eventuallyresulted-
in the loss of bis sight,the .venerable

prelate was obliged to remain for a
further period. His Lordship - at ontoe
petitionedthe Holy See for the appointment

of a coadjutor-Bishop, ana Dr.
Bevijle was consequently appointed. On'
Palm Sunday, 1885, his Lordship Dr.
Beville was consecrated by the Very
Bev. Dr. GooM, Archbishop of Mel-

bournjB, as coadjutor-Bishop at St.
Eilian's ^o-Cathedral, amidst the

heartijestgood,wishes and satisfactionof
the Catholic clergy and laity. Bishop
Bevilis was ,boi;n in Wexford in 1844,
and ^as also educated at St. Peter's
College. He was; in the year: 1867
ordained, in Ghent, Belgium,' a priest,
and in the following year was appointed
to the; Convent of St.Augustine, DubUn,
and fbr seven years was in charge of
St. Laurence O'Toole's. Seminary.
During the absence of Dr. Crkne Dri
Bevill^ appeared before the Boyal Commissitm,appointed,by

the Government of
VictoiSa for the.'purpose of inquiring
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VictoiSa for the.'purpose of inquiring

into tpe woj^igof: the Education Act,
and put forward m a^very empbatic and
fable ^ y the views of hiscommunity with
regard to the existingeducationsystem. �

2e alBo attended ihe first Plenary
Councfl - held in ;Australia, which met

ney; intbe'year 1885,^^atod;was
r

also ] esent with the Very Bev. Dr.

Sylvei ei -at tbe.,meepiig'�pf tthe,'

year-li 9-BfP^vme^Wr the colony toi'
v eho: holiday fwt-ihe benefitit)f-his
health!and visitedBome, England, and
Irelanfl, when

5
hb reiurnea ih the follow-'

gag ye(x,and on jiia returnWas presented
with very handsome testimotifMB by his

Architects—Mutrs. Kf
it

olMgy «ad laity, expressingtfwr great

devotionanclrespect.
, � ;

;>

Baring the administration of their

Jjocdsbipsthe very great progressthat
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Ins been
inada in the diocese

is convlusively

evidenced by the fact that

nearlya quarterof a millionof money
has been raised for and spent, in the

weotionof churches, presbyteries,convents,
and schools. Ilandsoipe presbyteries
have been builtat Heathcote,

Echuoa,Kerang,PyramidHill*Rochester,
Nagambie,Tatura,Dookie,Shepparton,
Numudtoh, Yarrawonga,Benolla,Wangaratta,

Beechworth, Chiltern,and
Myrtleford;and

likewise convents at

Echuoa,Rochester,Wangaratta,Beechworth,
Tarrawonga,Wodonga, and Numorkah.;

The Catholicpopulationof the

diooesenow exoeeds in
number 80,000,

and duringthe
last 22 years the number

of priestshas
increased from six to

forty. Op' tlje Bishop'sarrival
in the

diooesp^erf,voereno nuns. At present,
there are several convents and over one

hundred nuns. The early progressof
the buildingof the new Cathedralhas
beenbroughtabout by the desireof his
Lordshipto provideemployment for a
greatnumber of the presentunemployed,
and thus to lessen and ameliorate the

greatdistressrecently prevailing;and
in

this wisedeterminationwe feel sure that

histhoughtfuJnesB willbe applauded by
the whole community. Arrangements
have been made through his solicitors,

Messrs.Kennedy and Woodward, with
our well-known and respected citizen,

Mr. GeorgeLansell,to providesufficient

unds for the ereotion of the first

portion of the building at onoe,
and it is expected that this will be
ready for occupation within about
three years from the present time.

The architectsare opening an officein

Bendigo,and willbe
in constant personal

attendance on the work, so that the

greatestsatisfaction and attentionmay
be given to it.


